Thrombosis of the aorta is a comparatively rare and almost invariably fatal condition. Hesse (1921) and Rothstein (1935) have surveyed the literature dealing with this condition, and a further search suggests that the number of published cases is less than 150.
In most instances the condition has been encountered in association with chronic cardiovascular disease or with acute infections. Most commonly it is met with in old people, but it may occur at any age, and a case is reported in an infant aged ten days (Moschcowitz, 1914) . The occlusion may be partial or complete, and any part of the aorta may be affected. The onset is usually sudden, and accompanied by abdominal pain. Collapse may occur, followed by the rapid development of signs of circulatory disturbance in the extremities (Rouillard and Lou vet, 1931) . There is, however, considerable variation in such signs and symptoms (Fontaine, 1922 (Fontaine, , 1927 Aubertin, 1927) Rarely, the condition may be unaccompanied by signs, and be discovered only at autopsy (Acliard, 1920; Derman and Dutkewitsch, 1929 Strieker and Orban (1930) have pointed out that resection of the lower aorta in dogs leads to paraplegia and death within twenty-four hours; previous bilateral extirpation of the lumbar sympathetic chains followed by resection of the lower aorta allows the survival of the dog, which can usually walk and run in a few days. It is possible that such ramisection is associated with considerable vasodilatation, and it is interesting to speculate as to whether some analogous effect was obtained in this case in view of the association of the suprarenal haemorrhage with the aortic thrombosis.
Summary.
A case of complete thrombosis of the abdominal aorta is reported.
The condition was unaccompanied by localizing signs, and occurred in a man aged 43 years, who was the subject of hypertensive and syphilitic disease.
